xxx.
Ghost flier in a snow storm
...asking for sugar and spices..?

Time: February 7, 16.00-22.00 (evening) and (?) 
February 8.
Place: In the area surrounding Härnösand, county of Ångermanland
                                           
Wrote Sundsvalls Tidning [ST] on their front page for February 8, 1946:
                                                        
”AIRPLANE CIRCLED FOR SEVERAL HOURS IN SMOKING SNOWSTORM. The population of the Gussjö area was alarmed yesterday evening by a powerful engine sound in the air, apparently from a circling airplane, which, for several hours, in smoking snowstorm circled the district. The engine was first noted at about 20.00 hours, according to information from the telephone switch-board at Gussjö, and the last time the plane was heard of was at about 22.00 hours, when it disappeared on an easterly course.

”According to information from the switch-board there has been a severe snowstorm the whole evening in the area, that blocked the view. Several villagers were out to locate the airplane, but all was in vain. The plane flew at such an altitude, however, that there was no reason to fear a collision with the surrounding mountain slopes. Anxiety among the villagers was great since they suspected that the airplane, for some reason, had to force-land. The only possibility was to land on the nearby lake Gussjön. The last time they heard the engine, it disappeared in an easterly direction, which would compare to the route taken by the regular plane to Midlanda [airport] from the north. 

”Chief constable John Nordberg at Härnösand, with whom ST had a talk this night, states that he has had no reports from his district to indicate the mysterious airplan has landed anywhere. When the chief constable talked to the air controller at Midlanda, he stated that no airplane was expected nor had started from that airport during the time in question. Neither has the F4 Air Force wing at Östersund had any plane in the air at that time. On the other hand, there was a rumour, according to the chief constable, that a small plane had started from Ljustorp heading for Skellefteå during the evening. This had not been confirmed.

”The chief constable further stated that he had ordered the local population near Gussjö to light guiding fires on the [ice-covered] lake, and the use of all available car headlights. At the time of going to press there was no further report on the mysterious plane.”


Map of Härnösand area with relevant places noted















The next edition of Sundsvalls Tidning (February 9) continues the story:

”A NEW GHOST FLIER IN THE OPINION OF THE ÅNGERMANLAND PEOPLE. TRUSTWORTHY PEOPLE SAW AN AIRPLANE.  The mystery surrounding the airplane in the Gussjö area is still wrapped in darkness because late Friday night there were still no reports of a force-landed airplane in the Härsösand area. The powerful snowstorm has kept on the whole Friday, therefore it hasn´t been possible to gain any information on a possible landing in the surrounding, extensive woods since woodmen have been hiding in their huts. 

”The engine sound in the Gussjö area is, without any doubt, believed to have come from an airplane, since in certain places the roar was so loud as to make window-panes rattle. An investigation has shown that no Swedish plane, military or civilian, is missing. It might be that some foreign plane, for instance a Norwegian plane, lost its course in the snowstorm and got lost in Sweden. 

”The staff at the Högbonden lighthouse, on [the island] Ulvön, attest that they on Thursday noon heard a powerful engine sound, evidently from an airplane. The sound disappeared towards [the town of] Härnösand. Trustworthy people have both seen and heard the plane pass over the town at 15.30 hours. At about 16.00 hours the Gussjö villagers first noticed the engine and with short interruptions it was heard in the area as late as about 22.00 hours, when it disappeared. People in the Härnösand area are now speaking, man to man, about a revival om the [1930s] ”ghost flier”. 

”One theory is that the sound emanates from something as prosaic as a snow-clearing machine. Such a machine was operating on the Midlanda airport at the time and it is now thought to be impossible that it is the roar from this machine that was heard in the Gussjö area.”

The story continued in Sundsvalls Tidning on February 10 with another twist, that, in the end, provided no solution to the mystery:

”THE GHOST PLANE IS BELIEVED TO BE A LOST FINNISH PLANE. A Finnish plane that started from Kuopio for Vasa, last Thursday, is missing and is wanted by Finnish air authorities. This plane is now connected to the engine sound heard over Stigsjö [one of the villages in the Gussjö area] in Ångermanland on Thursday afternoon. The Finnish plane started from Kuopio at 14.15. At 16.30 the engine sound was first heard at Stigsjö and if the machine had come in over the Swedish mainland, this matches quite well with the expected flight time to Sweden...The plane had, according to information from Finland petrol for flying up to 18.30 hours. All search missions in Swedish areas have so far been in vain.

”A chief constable at Skog has told ST that at about 15.00 hours on Thursday he had heard a powerful engine sound which disappeared in a southerly direction.”

The February 10 article then ends in an anti-climax: ”Finnish military authorities states, after detailed investigation, that the lost Finnish military plane could not possibly have come over to the Swedish land.” 

E.Rosborg, chief air controller at the Sundsvall/ Härnösands airport [Midlanda], took careful notes on his actions on February 7, 8 and 9. These notes were sent as a memo to the LFS, Kungl. luftfartsstyrelsen [Royal air board] in Stockholm. We will quote parts of his memo here:

”I herewith send my notes on actions taken on 7/2, 8/2 and 9/2 concerning reported engine sounds in the vicinity of Härnösand. 

”7/2. 20.10, tel. from commander Modin, Sundsvall, who reported that airplane noise had been heard in the Gussjö area according to information from baker Johansson [telephone number] Gussjöbygden 10, via ABA [the Swedish airline] Härnösand.
”20.20, ordered lighting of fieldlights and a row of lights [this may refer to lighting at the Midlanda airport]....
”20.45, had a call from baker Johansson, who had heard the airplane noise for several hours. Snow fog. Mr. Johansson was asked to try and arrange some kind of lighting in an area where a landing was possible. Car headlights, for instance, lanterns, etc. Mr. Johansson promised to report if something of importance would happen.
”20.48, had a call from air controller Ulander, F21 [air force base at Luleå], who reported that F21 had no plane in the air, promised to investigate if any civilian aircraft from Upper Norrland had been flying at the time in question.
”20.50, [on Midlanda airport] lightning on, row of lights being established. (Complete by about 21.35).
”21.10, call from air controller at F4 [air force wing at Östersund], who reported that they had no airplane in the air.
”21.20, call from chief constable Nordberg [Härnösand], who promised to start investigations and arrange for lighting in the form of car headlights, fires, lanterns, or similar, if needed, and to report anything of value. 
”21.30, from air controller F21 [Luleå] reporting that A/B Norrlandsflyg [airplane company] may have a plane en route Ljustorp - Sollefteå.
”21.45, call from chief constable Nordberg [Härnösand]. Reported he had phoned people in the Gussjö area to order fires or other lightning. Promised to call later.
”22.30, from chief constable Nordberg that no airplane had been spotted, but that had been heard earlier in the evening.
”22.37, called Ljustorp 50 [telephone number], the fog warning station at Ljustorp. They had not heard any airplane.
”23.10, spoken to air controller F21 that we will turn out our field lighting.
”8/2. 08.20, from chief constable Nordberg that he had had no reports during the night....
”11.20, to chief constable Nordberg asking if he had any news. No news. According to baker Johansson, Gussjö, the plane should have been heard between 16.00 - 22.00 when the sound disappeared in an easterly direction.
”11.33, call to Hägglund och Söner, Örnsköldsvik, asking if they had any planes in the air on 7/2. ”Yes, but all had landed at 12.00”.
”11.33, telegram from air controller F21. Concerning Norrlandsflyg. No flight on 7/2. Plane is in Sollefteå since 6/2...
”17.50, from Härnösand radio. Airplane had circled for about 30 minutes near Veda ferry berth, according to policeman Nordstrand...
”18.36, from Härnösand radio. No news.
”18.50, from policeman Nordstrand at Veda. Heard engine sound from 16.55 to 17.30. Also engine noise at 18.00 but uncertain if this was from an airplane. Promised to call if something new happened and to light fires or lanterns in the direction of the wind if any airplane would want to land. [This note obviously refers to sounds heard on the evening of Friday, February 8.] 
”22.40, from chief constable Persson, Nordingrå. Reported that an airplane had been heard circling over Häggvik between 09.15 and 22.30. The airplane had been flying in a generally north - southerly direction with exception for one hour now and then, when it wasn´t heard of. 
”9/2. 12.50, from Captain Knabe, LFS [air board] that TL [air controller] SH [Sundsvall-Härnösand] should investigate the incidents of 7/2...
”14.15. Told the chief constables in the Säbrå-, Kramfors-, Härnösand-, Skog- and Söråker districts to immediately contact TL SH when they have learned anything concerning the flights in question. 

”Sundsvall/Härnösand airport, February 9, 1946. E. Rosborg, air controller.”

On Februrary 12, Sundsvalls Tidning published a sensational report:

”THE GHOST FLIER WANTED SUGAR AND SPICES. The latest theory on the ”ghost plane” over the Härnösand area is that it was a Norwegian plane, probably military. 

”If this explanation is correct the flyer would even have landed somewhere close to Härnösand and the pilot would have visited a store in Härnösand to buy sugar and spices before going up in the air and, due to the snow storm, lost his orientation over the Gussjö area. 

”The theory is stated by caretaker K.A.Andersson employed by the provincial archive. Mr. Andersson saw the mysterious airplane himself. 

”-- There is no doubt that the airplane flew over the city at this time, says Mr. Andersson. Several people in the street stopped to follow the plane with their eyes. I don´t find it impossible that the plane landed somewhere near town, possibly on [lake] Bondsjön, since it is a fact that half-an-hour after I had seen the plane disappear, a Norwegian flyer entered Lövdahls eftr. [a shop] on Nybrogatan, where my daughter is an assistant.  

”Miss Rut Andersson says, of the pilot visit to [the] Lövahls [shop], that the Norwegian wore an English uniform with ”Norway” on a ribbon around his left arm, and a Norwegian flag on his shoulder. On the tunic he had a air badge on one side and some other badge on the other. On his forage cap was another air badge. The Norwegian flyer asked for spices and sugar, and paid with a Swedish one hundred crown banknote.”

Another twist to the February 7-8 engine sound: Was it a  strange portent of what was to happen on February 10 in the Härnösand area? 
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Eight Swedish air force B-18 bombers, plus one B-3 transport plane, were flying on a training mission from Västerås to Kalix, when they got caught in a powerful snowstorm and all nine planes had to force-land within a small area near Härnösand. One of the planes landed in the harbour of Härnösand and sank through the ice, only to be recovered 33 years later, restored and is now part of the historical collection of the Air Force museum at Linköping. Another of the B-18 bombers (air force serial number 18180) was last heard of at 1410 hours reporting on long wave frequency that  they were lost with only 50 litres of petrol remaining. The plane, and crew of three people, was never heard of and has never been found. 

Status: Unidentified
Sources: Sundsvalls Tidning, February 8, 9, 10 and 12. Lost bomber story: Sundsvalls Tidning, February 11, 12, 13, 14 and 16.
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